
Course Glossary

Data Visualization in Power BI
100% stacked bar chart: A bar chart that stacks category segments to show their percentage contribution to a 
total, normalizing each bar to the same length for proportion comparison

Bubble chart: A variant of a scatter chart where a third quantitative variable is encoded by bubble size to show 
three-dimensional relationships on a 2D plot

Chunking: A memory strategy that groups individual pieces of information into larger, meaningful units to 
increase short-term memory capacity and reduce cognitive load

Cognitive load: The amount of mental effort required to process information, where lower cognitive load helps 
users understand and act on a dashboard more effectively

Conditional formatting: The application of rules to change visual properties (such as font color or cell 
background) based on data values to highlight patterns or thresholds

Cost of Goods Sold (COGS): The direct costs attributable to producing the goods a company sells, used to 
calculate gross profit and assess product-level margins

Custom visuals: Third-party or user-created visual types that can be imported into Power BI (often from 
Microsoft AppSource) to extend default charting capabilities

List: An ordered, mutable collection of items enclosed in square brackets and separated by commas, capable of 
holding mixed data types and supporting indexing and slicing

Database: A system for storing, organizing, and retrieving data, typically managed by software called a 
database management system

Dimension table: In a data model, a table that stores descriptive attributes (for example products, retailers, 
dates) used to filter, group, or label measures

Drill Mode: A Power BI feature that lets users navigate into hierarchical data levels within a visual to reveal 
more detailed breakdowns

Gauge: A single-value visual that displays current performance against a target and maximum value, typically 
as a dial or progress bar

Key Performance Indicator (KPI): A measurable value that tracks progress toward a specific business objective, 
usually shown with current value, trend, and target

Measure: A calculated numeric aggregation in Power BI (often defined in DAX) such as sum, average, or count 
that you use in visuals and KPIs

Negative space: Intentionally empty areas in a layout that separate elements, reduce visual clutter, and 
improve readability and emphasis

Paginated Report (Pixel-perfect report): A fixed-layout, multi-page report format in Power BI designed for 
printable, pixel-accurate output such as invoices or operational reports

Power BI: Microsoft's business analytics and reporting platform used to build interactive dashboards and reports 
that visualize data from multiple sources

Pre-attentive attribute: A visual property (such as color, size, or position) that the human visual system detects 
immediately and that guides attention before conscious processing

Report: A multi-visual Power BI document that can span pages and support exploration, filtering, and detailed 
analysis of datasets

Scatter chart: A chart that maps two quantitative variables to X and Y axes to reveal relationships, clusters, or 
correlations between them

Single pane of glass: A design principle where all essential information is visible on one screen so users can 
understand and act without additional navigation

Slicer: An interactive filter visual in Power BI that lets users constrain the dataset by selecting one or more 
values (for example year or channel)

Small multiples: A layout technique that repeats the same visual across multiple panes for different categories 
so viewers can compare patterns side-by-side

Treemap: A hierarchical, space-filling visual that represents categories as nested rectangles sized by a 
quantitative value to show part-to-whole relationships

Visual (Power BI visual): Any chart, table, or graphic in Power BI used to present data and support interactivity 
like filtering and highlighting


